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In the early sixteenth century, a charismatic Bengali Brahmin, Visvambhara Misra, inspired communities of
worshipers in Bengal, Orissa, and Vraja with his teachings. Misra took the ascetic name Krsna Caitanya, and
his devotees quickly came to believe he was divine. The spiritual descendents of these initial followers today
comprise the Gaudiya Vaisnava movement, one of the most vibrant religious groups in all of South Asia.

In The Final Word, Tony Stewart investigates how, with no central leadership, no institutional authority, and
no geographic center, a religious community nevertheless came to define itself, fix its textual canon, and
flourish. The answer, he argues, can be found in a brilliant Sanskrit and Bengali hagiographical exercise: the
Caitanya Caritamrta of Krsnadasasa Kaviraja. Written some seventy-five years after Caitanya's passing,
Krsnadasa's text gathered and synthesized the divergent theological perspectives and ritual practices that had
proliferated during and after Caitanya's life. It has since become the devotional standard of the Gaudiya
Vaisnava movement.

The text's power, Stewart argues, derives from its sophisticated use of rhetoric. The Caitanya Caritamrta
persuades its readers covertly, appearing to defer its arrogated authority to Caitanya himself. Though the text
started out as a hagiography like so many others-an index of appropriate beliefs and ritual practices that
points the way to salvation-its influence has grown far beyond that. Over the centuries it has become an icon,
a metonym of the tradition itself. On occasion today it can even be seen worshiped alongside images of
Krsna and Caitanya on altars in Bengal.

In tracing the origins, literary techniques, and dissemination of the Caitanya Caritamrta, Stewart has
unlocked the history of the Gaudiya Vaisnavas, explaining the improbable unity of a dynamic religious
group.
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From reader reviews:

Roberta Nieves:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A reserve The Final Word: The Caitanya
Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book
or suitable book with you?

Robert Dougherty:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name The Final Word: The
Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition suitable to you? The book was written by
popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the
Grammar of Religious Traditionis the one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions
that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can
easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now.
In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Ella Straw:

The particular book The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition has
a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after perusing this book.

Alicia Romero:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you will
get it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita
and the Grammar of Religious Tradition can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking out this
one book you have thing that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let
us have The Final Word: The Caitanya Caritamrita and the Grammar of Religious Tradition.
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