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Popular representations of the Vietnam War tend to emphasize violence, deprivation, and trauma. By
contrast, in Armed with Abundance, Meredith Lair focuses on the noncombat experiences of U.S. soldiers in
Vietnam, redrawing the landscape of the war so that swimming pools, ice cream, visits from celebrities, and
other "comforts" share the frame with combat.

To address a tenuous morale situation, military authorities, Lair reveals, wielded abundance to insulate
soldiers--and, by extension, the American public--from boredom and deprivation, making the project of war
perhaps easier and certainly more palatable. The result was dozens of overbuilt bases in South Vietnam that
grew more elaborate as the war dragged on. Relying on memoirs, military documents, and G.I. newspapers,
Lair finds that consumption and satiety, rather than privation and sacrifice, defined most soldiers' Vietnam
deployments. Abundance quarantined the U.S. occupation force from the impoverished people it ostensibly
had come to liberate, undermining efforts to win Vietnamese "hearts and minds" and burdening veterans
with disappointment that their wartime service did not measure up to public expectations. With an epilogue
that finds a similar paradigm at work in Iraq, Armed with Abundance offers a unique and provocative
perspective on modern American warfare.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Hollinger:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to endure than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and
Soldiering in the Vietnam War book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Sam Current:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and Soldiering in the Vietnam War book is
readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
reading through experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer of Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and Soldiering in the Vietnam War content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different such as it. So , do you still thinking Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and
Soldiering in the Vietnam War is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Donald Foster:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Armed with Abundance:
Consumerism and Soldiering in the Vietnam War suitable to you? The book was written by well known
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and Soldiering in the
Vietnam Waris a single of several books that will everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The
author explained their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Alan Sarno:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent all day long to reading a publication. The book Armed with Abundance: Consumerism and Soldiering
in the Vietnam War it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were



holding enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy
often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.
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