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In his Berlin lectures on fine art, Hegel argued that art involves a unique form of aesthetic intelligibility—the
expression of a distinct collective self-understanding that develops through historical time. Hegel’s approach
to art has been influential in a number of different contexts, but in a twist of historical irony Hegel would die
just before the most radical artistic revolution in history: modernism. In After the Beautiful, Robert B. Pippin,
looking at modernist paintings by artists such as Édouard Manet and Paul Cézanne through Hegel’s lens,
does what Hegel never had the chance to do.

While Hegel could never engage modernist painting, he did have an understanding of modernity, and in it,
art—he famously asserted—was “a thing of the past,” no longer an important vehicle of self-understanding
and no longer an indispensable expression of human meaning. Pippin offers a sophisticated exploration of
Hegel’s position and its implications. He also shows that had Hegel known how the social institutions of his
day would ultimately fail to achieve his own version of genuine equality, a mutuality of recognition, he
would have had to explore a different, new role for art in modernity. After laying this groundwork, Pippin
goes on to illuminate the dimensions of Hegel’s aesthetic approach in the path-breaking works of Manet, the
“grandfather of modernism,” drawing on art historians T. J. Clark and Michael Fried to do so. He concludes
with a look at Cézanne, the “father of modernism,” this time as his works illuminate the relationship between
Hegel and the philosopher who would challenge Hegel’s account of both modernity and art—Martin
Heidegger.

Elegantly inter-weaving philosophy and art history, After the Beautiful is a stunning reassessment of the
modernist project. It gets at the core of the significance of modernism itself and what it means in general for
art to have a history. Ultimately, it is a testament, via Hegel, to the distinctive philosophical achievements of
modernist art in the unsettled, tumultuous era we have inherited. 
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From reader reviews:

Raymond Phillips:

With other case, little men and women like to read book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of
Pictorial Modernism. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. Given that we know about
how is important a new book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book
you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe
searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Melissa Jackson:

This After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism usually are reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this After the Beautiful: Hegel and the
Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that probably will shock your
before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of
Pictorial Modernism giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Clarence Jenkins:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be go through. After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial
Modernism can be your answer mainly because it can be read by anyone who have those short time
problems.

Ruth Paiz:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It
is identified as of book After the Beautiful: Hegel and the Philosophy of Pictorial Modernism. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about book. It can bring you from one
place to other place.
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