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What fueled the Victorian passion for hair-jewelry and memorial rings? When would an everyday object
metamorphose from commodity to precious relic? In Portable Property, John Plotz examines the new role
played by portable objects in persuading Victorian Britons that they could travel abroad with religious
sentiments, family ties, and national identity intact. In an empire defined as much by the circulation of
capital as by force of arms, the challenge of preserving Englishness while living overseas became a central
Victorian preoccupation, creating a pressing need for objects that could readily travel abroad as
personifications of Britishness. At the same time a radically new relationship between cash value and
sentimental associations arose in certain resonant mementoes--in teacups, rings, sprigs of heather, and
handkerchiefs, but most of all in books.

Portable Property examines how culture-bearing objects came to stand for distant people and places,
creating or preserving a sense of self and community despite geographic dislocation. Victorian novels--
because they themselves came to be understood as the quintessential portable property--tell the story of this
change most clearly. Plotz analyzes a wide range of works, paying particular attention to George Eliot's
Daniel Deronda, Anthony Trollope's Eustace Diamonds, and R. D. Blackmore's Lorna Doone. He also
discusses Thomas Hardy and William Morris's vehement attack on the very notion of cultural portability.
The result is a richer understanding of the role of objects in British culture at home and abroad during the
Age of Empire.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name Portable Property:
Victorian Culture on the Move suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Moveis the main of several books
this everyone read now. This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you
will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of
information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Linda Hupp:

Typically the book Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book Portable Property: Victorian Culture on
the Move is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Nathan Osborne:

This Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move is brand-new way for you who has curiosity to look
for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge
more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Portable Property: Victorian
Culture on the Move can be the light food in your case because the information inside this kind of book is
easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your
better life in addition to knowledge.

Cathryn Walker:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet.
Every year ended up being exactly added. This book Portable Property: Victorian Culture on the Move was
filled concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit from
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you just wanted.
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