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On 23 May 1912, American Walter Burley Griffin was announced to the world as the winner of the
international design competition for the new Australian capital to be built on a sheep paddock they called
Canberra. Almost a century later, Griffin's design - but most of all its implementation - is still hotly debated.
Who was this man and what was his vision? How did he come to Canberra, what happened once the
Australian establishment tore him to shreds, and what was the role of his wife, helpmate, fellow architect and
equal creative partner, Marion Mahony Griffin?

In this definitive new biography of Griffin husband and wife, Alasdair McGregor delineates the role each
played in the production of their greatest works - Canberra, Castlecrag, Newman College and the rest - and
charts their lives, from their childhoods and meeting in Chicago in the employ of the larger than life Frank
Lloyd Wright, to their battles in Canberra, Melbourne and Sydney, and their swansong in India.

This is a tale of many parts. It traces the lives of two individuals of great talent and vision and their fight
against mediocrity. It is the story of the birth of Canberra, one that tells us as much about the Griffins as it
does about ourselves and the troubled birth of the Australian national identity. It is a portrait of a pioneering
woman who achieved extraordinary things but was rarely credited with that achievement. And it is an
examination of the nature of fame in a young country uncertain of its position in the world.

The Griffins' story resonates through the years, and their fight to see their idealistic vision realised is one that
goes on in Australia today.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Seals:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Grand Obsessions: The Life and Work of Walter Burley Griffin
and Marion Mahony Griffin had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Grand Obsessions: The Life and
Work of Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship with the book Grand Obsessions: The Life and Work of Walter Burley
Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin. You never experience lose out for everything if you read some books.

Myron Mendez:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Grand Obsessions: The Life and Work
of Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Antonette Schneider:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of
books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Grand Obsessions: The Life and
Work of Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin.

Virginia Laird:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Grand Obsessions: The Life and Work of Walter
Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal
skill of reading ability is developing when you like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
you just read it and mingle the feeling about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for
you to like to open up a book and study it. Beside that the reserve Grand Obsessions: The Life and Work of
Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony Griffin can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense alone
and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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