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Few people know jazz as well as Gene Lees. As a musician, songwriter, former editor of Down Beat, and
creator of the acclaimed Jazzletter, he has steeped himself in the music for decades. And no one writes about
jazz better than Lees. He is widely acknowledged to be one of the leading jazz historians. The Washington
Post called him "one of those writers who's a joy to read on any subject at all." No less than Dizzy Gillespie
has called Lees "the glowing jewel of jazz" for his perceptive writing about the music. Now comes the book
that jazz lovers (and Lees's fans) have been waiting for--Leader of the Band, a vivid, full-scale biography of
Woody Herman.
Asked by Herman in 1986 to write his biography, Gene Lees has spent close to a decade working on it,
interviewing many of Herman's childhood friends and lifelong acquaintances as well as numerous musicians,
including Les Brown, Milt Jackson, Peggy Lee, Tony Martin, and Red Norvo. The result is a strikingly
immediate and well informed portrait of one of the great figures in jazz history--a musical giant whose career
spanned the big band and bebop eras. Lees unfolds Herman's dramatic life from his childhood in Milwaukee
to his final tragic days hounded by the IRS. We follow his rise to prominence in the 1930s as leader of "the
band that plays the blues," when he quickly earned the love and respect of his peers that became the enduring
hallmark of his career. Lees illuminates Herman's great success between 1945 and 1950, when bebop rapidly
developed, revealing how Herman successfully made the transition with bands that became famous as
Herman's "First Herd" and "Second Herd." (The Second Herd in particular won a stellar place in the annals
of bebop, boasting many brilliant musicians, most notably, tenor saxophonist Stan Getz.) Lees also captures
the ultimate tragedy that broke Herman's career--when Herman's manager diverted the band's withholding
tax to settle gambling debts. Herman was tormented by the IRS for decades, until he died, penniless, in 1987.
Along the way, Lees brings to life the weary routine of performing on the road, with its constant one-night
engagements and unending travel, broken only by brief stays at home and moments of camaraderie. And
perhaps most important, we not only see Herman's legion of friends and admirers, we see why this
commanding figure was so loved and respected, even by that fractious bunch who make their living by
playing jazz.
Woody Herman played a central role in the development of jazz--and he played it, as he did the music, with
dignity and breathtaking ability. In Leader of the Band, one of our finest writers captures the life of this great
bandleader, vividly portraying the triumph and tragedy of a life in jazz.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Evans:

The book Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a good thing like a book Leader of
the Band: The Life of Woody Herman? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this
book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer along with your book.
Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these. Book
Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and
large function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it is
very wonderful.

Teresa Propst:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer
that question simply because just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this kind of Leader of
the Band: The Life of Woody Herman to read.

Andrea Whitt:

The ability that you get from Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman is a more deep you excavating
the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone
who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody
Herman instantly.

Marsha Gleason:

Beside this kind of Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman in your phone, it could possibly give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have Leader of the Band: The Life of Woody Herman because this
book offers to you readable information. Do you at times have book but you would not get what it's about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this book as



well as read it from right now!
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