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“Another line of duty death” is a chilling headline that serves as an obituary for too many “first responders.”
In 2002 Fort Worth joined the ranks of other communities across the nation in building a memorial to its
fallen heroes, an elaborate, million-dollar Police and Firefighters Memorial, dedicated in 2009, that
recognized fifty-eight policemen going back to the city’s beginnings. Written in Blood is a more inclusive
version of that idea because it covers more than just members of the Police Department; it is about the men
from all branches of local law enforcement who died defending law and order in the early years: policemen,
sheriffs, constables, “special officers,” and even a police commissioner. All were larger-than-life characters
who took an oath to “preserve and protect” and therefore deserve to be remembered.

Richard F. Selcer and Kevin S. Foster tell the stories of thirteen of those early lawmen, starting with Tarrant
County Sheriff John B. York in 1861 and going through Fort Worth Police Officer William “Ad” Campbell
in 1909. York died in a street fight; Campbell was shot-gunned in the back while walking his beat in Hell’s
Half-Acre. This is also the story of law enforcement in the days when an assortment of policemen and
marshals, sheriffs and deputies, and special officers and constables held the line and sometimes crossed over
it.

Co-authors Selcer and Foster bring academic credentials and “street cred” to the story, explaining how
policemen got (and kept) their jobs, what “special officers” were, and the working relationship between the
city marshal’s boys and the sheriff’s boys. The book is also a primer on court proceedings in the old days as
it follows accused cop killers through the justice system. In some instances, the court cases were as fantastic
as the crime itself. Each victim’s and perpetrator’s story is fleshed out with the details of his life, ultimate
fate, and in some cases his descendants.

Written in Blood is not a paean to these thirteen men. They were not saints; they were real flesh-and-blood
men: violent, sometimes racist, often carrying a chip on their shoulder. Most of them would not meet the
strict professional standards required of officers today. None of the thirteen has ever had their full story told
before now. They were men on the front lines of law enforcement at a time when the job did not come with
health insurance or a retirement package. Selcer and Foster show the real men behind the badges, warts and
all, leaving it to the reader to judge each officer’s place in history.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Joyner:

The book Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861-1909 can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So just why must we
leave the best thing like a book Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1,
1861-1909? Several of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that will book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or info that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Written in Blood: The History
of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861-1909 has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Judy Young:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
stand up than other is high. For yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you that Written in
Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861-1909 book as starter and daily reading
e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Virginia Benoit:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era which can be always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Written in Blood: The History of Fort
Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861-1909 is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Louis Hudson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Written in Blood: The History of Fort Worth's Fallen Lawmen, Volume 1, 1861-1909 when you
desired it?
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