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John Hawkwood was fourteenth-century Italy's most notorious and successful soldier. A man known for
cleverness and daring, he was the most feared mercenary in Renaissance Italy. Born in England, Hawkood
began his career in France during the Hundred Years' War and crossed into Italy with the famed White
Company in 1361. From that time until his death in 1394, Hawkwood fought throughout the peninsula as a
captain of armies in times of war and as a commander of marauding bands during times of peace. He
achieved international fame, and his acquaintances included such prominent people as Geoffrey Chaucer,
Catherine of Siena, Jean Froissart, and Francis Petrarch. City-states constantly tried to outbid each other for
his services, for which he received money, land, and in the case of Florence, citizenship—a most unusual
honor for an Englishman. When Hawkwood died, the Florentines buried him with great ceremony in their
cathedral, an honor denied their greatest poet, Dante. His final resting place, however, is disputed.

Historian William Caferro's ambitious account of Hawkwood is both a biography and a study of warfare and
statecraft. Caferro has mined more than twenty archives in England and Italy, creating an authoritative
portrait of Hawkwood as an extraordinary military leader, if not always an admirable human being. Caferro's
Hawkwood possessed a talent for dissimulation and craft both on the battlefield and at the negotiating table,
and, ironically, managed to gain a reputation for "honesty" while beating his Italian hosts at their own game
of duplicity and manipulation.

In addition to a thorough account of Hawkwood's life and career, Caferro's study offers a fundamental
reassessment of the Italian military situation and of the mercenary system. Hawkwood's career is treated not
in isolation but firmly within the context of Italian society, against the backdrop of unfolding crises: famine,
plague, popular unrest, and religious schism. Indeed, Hawkwood's life and career offer a unique vantage
point from which we can study the economic, social, and political impacts of war.
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From reader reviews:

Noel Stevens:

Now a day folks who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Reading a book
can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this John Hawkwood: An English
Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the
knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Scott Bush:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in
Fourteenth-Century Italy, it is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its known as reading friends.

David Perrin:

Beside that John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
are going to got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow small town. It is good thing to have John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century
Italy because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you at times have book but
you would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island.
Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and also read it from now!

Barbara Kyle:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library as
well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their pastime. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways
to reach Chinese's country. So , this John Hawkwood: An English Mercenary in Fourteenth-Century Italy
can make you feel more interested to read.
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