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Revised on 5th November, 2015. After the fall and execution of Louis XVI, France experienced a period of
violent political upheaval from 1793 to 1799 up until the ascendancy of Napoleon. The fall of the Monarchy
led to the establishment of a Republic which in turn led to violent periods of political turmoil leading to
17,000 people being officially tried and executed during the Reign of Terror.
France’s costly involvement in the American War of Independence left the country on the brink of
bankruptcy. Not only were the coffers depleted but two decades of poor cereal harvests, drought, cattle
disease and ever increasing rise in bread prices led to unrest among peasants and the cities poor leading to
rioting looting and striking.
Non-Aristocratic Third Estate represented the majority of the people and voted to set up the National
Assembly replacing the Legislative Assembly, which was then replaced by the National Convention which
produced the most violent aspect of the revolution dominated by a body called the Committee of Public
Safety, which led to the Executive power being overseen the five-member Directoire. Their four years in
power led to financial crisis, popular discontent and political corruption.
I am sorry to bore you with all this guff, and this is only a small section of the chaos that existed in France;
but now imagine the largest navy in the world at that time sailing the seas, mainly the Atlantic, and ask
yourself, with all the political chaos and corruption that was going on at the time in France who was
controlling the navy with its hundreds of warships and thousands of officers and men operating thousands of
mile away from their headquarters in France? Add to that the fact that many Aristocratic families placed their
meritorious off- spring into careers in the Navy only for them to find on their return to France that the
guillotine or degradation awaited them: leaving the Navy without a huge swathe prime officer material, their
positions being filled by lesser, perhaps more easily corruptible political upstarts.
Is it any wonder then that with the French government, that is to say whomever the bunch of corrupt officials
were that lay claim to power at the time, refused to negotiate with the American Congress about their
indebtedness regarding the financing of the War of Independence unless they received a bribe – and that was
just to attend the talks about a resolution. Is it any wonder that the French Navy became little more than an
uncohesive, uncontrolled loose association of crooks akin to the Mafia? Hence their slide into piracy on the
high seas; no doubt leaning heavily on the notion that Congress had reneged on a financial agreement and
owed France a great many hundreds of thousands of pounds.
This fictional story is set in those times, when many hundreds, maybe even thousands, of American merchant
ships were hijacked and hidden away in Caribbean Harbours then looted and sold on - probably to other
freelance French pirates. I am unable to discover what happened to the thousands of American crewmen, but
I am prepared to bet that many found themselves in plantations cutting cane under armed guard.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Carr:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Pirates: Book 11 of 11 (The Face of the Enemy Series). Try to
make the book Pirates: Book 11 of 11 (The Face of the Enemy Series) as your pal. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing
by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Wilfred Walker:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Beside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Pirates: Book 11 of 11 (The Face
of the Enemy Series) will make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about anything. But some of you think that will open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with
you?

Jose Lloyd:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe can update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Pirates: Book 11 of 11 (The Face
of the Enemy Series) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Bethany Zuniga:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Pirates: Book 11 of 11 (The
Face of the Enemy Series) is kind of book which is giving the reader erratic experience.
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