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Shakespeare's last plays, because of their apparent similarity in thematic concern, dramatic arrangements and
stylistic features, are often considered by modern scholarship to form a unique group in his canon. Their
departure from the preceding great tragedies and their status as an artist's last works have long aroused
scholarly interest in Shakespeare's "lateness" - the study, essentially, of the relationship between his
advancing years and his final dramatic output, encompassing questions such as "Why did Shakespeare write
the last plays?", "What influenced his writing?", and "What is the significance of these plays?". Answers to
these questions are varied and often contradictory, partly because the subject is the elusive Shakespeare, and
partly because the concept of lateness as an artistic phenomenon is itself unstable and problematic. This book
reconsiders Shakespeare's lateness by reading the last plays in the light of, but not bound by, current theories
of late style and writing. The analysis incorporates traditional literary, stylistic and biographic approaches in
various combinations. The exploration of the works (namely Pericles, Cymbeline, The Winter's Tale, The
Tempest, Henry VIII and The Two Noble Kinsmen), while underlined by an interest in their shared concern
with the effect, power and the possibilities of art and language, also places an emphasis on each play's
distinct features and contexts. A pattern of steady artistic development is revealed, bespeaking Shakespeare's
continued professional energy and ongoing self-challenge, which are, in fact, at the centre of his working
methods throughout his career. The book, therefore, proposes that Shakespeare's "lateness" is, in fact, a
continuation of his sustained dramatic development.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Powers:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to
something different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the e-book untitled Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness':
Studies in the Last Plays can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Chad Smith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Reconsidering Shakespeare's
'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come
on its named reading friends.

Harry Thomas:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness':
Studies in the Last Plays is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.

William Rose:

This Reconsidering Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Reconsidering
Shakespeare's 'Lateness': Studies in the Last Plays can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make them
feel drowsy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one.
You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book style for your better life and also knowledge.
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