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James Guimond's powerful study reveals how documentary photographers have expressed or contested the
idea of the American Dream throughout the twentieth century. In Guimond's formulation issues like growth,
equality, and national identity came under the rubric of the Dream as it has been used to measure how well
the nation is living up to its social and political ideals.

A pathbreaking book, American Photography and the American Dream examines the most important
photographers and developments in the documentary genre during this century. It encompasses the reform-
era images of Francis Benjamin Johnston and Lewis Hine; the work of Farm Security Administration (FSA)
photographers like Walker Evans and Dorothea Lange during both the 1930s and 1940s after the FSA
photography unit broke up; the American-Way-of-Life pictures published by Life, Look, and the United
States Information Agency during the 1940s and 1950s; the iconoclastic images of William Klein, Diane
Arbus, and Robert Frank; and the work of four photographers of the 1970s and 1980s: Bill Owens, Chauncey
Hare, Susan Meiselas, and Michael Williamson.

Guimond pays close attention to the specific historical circumstances in which the pictures were made, to the
roles the photographers played in making their images, to their intentions, stated and unstated, and to the
original contexts in which the images were published or exhibited. These images, he shows, are not merely
pictures on museum walls but revelations that can help us understand how we as Americans have seen
ourselves, one another, and the world around us.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

Book is usually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide American Photography and the American
Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States) will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably
more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or ideal book with you?

Melvin Robinson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject American
Photography and the American Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States) suitable to you? The book was
written by renowned writer in this era. The particular book untitled American Photography and the American
Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States)is a single of several books which everyone read now. This
book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their thought in the simple way, consequently all of people can
easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Selma Lang:

The actual book American Photography and the American Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States) will
bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
When you try to find new book to read, this book very ideal to you. The book American Photography and the
American Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States) is much recommended to you to study. You can also
get the e-book from official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

William Hill:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This American Photography and the
American Dream (Cultural Studies of the United States) can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new
book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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