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Franklin Roosevelt is said to have explained Al Smith, and his own New Deal, with these words: "Practically
all the things we've done in the federal government are the things Al Smith did as governor of New York."
Smith, who ran for president in 1928, not only set the model for FDR, he also taught America that the
promise of the country extends to everyone and no one should be left behind.

The story of this trailblazer is the story of America in the twentieth century. A child of second-generation
immigrants, a boy self-educated on the streets of the nation's largest city, he went on to become the greatest
governor in the history of New York; a national leader and symbol to immigrants, Catholics, and the Irish;
and in 1928 the first Catholic major-party candidate for president. He was the man who championed safe
working conditions in the wake of the Triangle Shirtwaist fire. He helped build the Empire State Building.
Above all, he was a national model, both for his time and for ours.

Yet, as Robert Slayton demonstrates in this rich story of an extraordinary man and his times, Al Smith's life
etched a conflict still unresolved today. Who is a legitimate American? The question should never be asked,
yet we can never seem to put it behind us. In the early years of the twentieth century, the Ku Klux Klan
reorganized, not to oppose blacks, but rather against the flood of new immigrants arriving from southern
Europe and other less familiar sources. Anti-Catholic hatred was on the rise, mixed up with strong feelings
about prohibition and tensions between towns and cities. The conflict reached its apogee when Smith ran for
president. Slayton's story of the famous election of 1928, in which Smith lost amid a blizzard of blind
bigotry, is chilling reading for Americans of all faiths. Yet Smith's eventual redemption, and the recovery of
his deepest values, shines as a triumph of spirit over the greatest of adversity.

Even in our corrosively cynical times, the greater vision of Al Smith's life inspires and uplifts us.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question
since just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular Empire Statesman: The Rise and
Redemption of Al Smith to read.

Angela Babb:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well
as soon. The Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Jerry Montgomery:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith can make you really
feel more interested to read.

Jeffrey Blough:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the
world. By book Empire Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just simply choose the
best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Empire
Statesman: The Rise and Redemption of Al Smith. You can more inviting than now.
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