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In the 1789 Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, French revolutionaries proclaimed the
freedom of speech, religion, and opinion. Censorship was abolished, and France appeared to be on a path
towards tolerance, pluralism, and civil liberties. A mere four years later, the country descended into a period
of political terror, as thousands were arrested, tried, and executed for crimes of expression and opinion.

In Policing Public Opinion in the French Revolution, Charles Walton traces the origins of this reversal back
to the Old Regime. He shows that while early advocates of press freedom sought to abolish pre-publication
censorship, the majority still firmly believed injurious speech--or calumny--constituted a crime, even treason
if it undermined the honor of sovereign authority or sacred collective values, such as religion and civic spirit.

With the collapse of institutions responsible for regulating honor and morality in 1789, calumny proliferated,
as did obsessions with it. Drawing on wide-ranging sources, from National Assembly debates to local police
archives, Walton shows how struggles to set legal and moral limits on free speech led to the radicalization of
politics, and eventually to the brutal liquidation of "calumniators" and fanatical efforts to rebuild society's
moral foundation during the Terror of 1793-1794.

With its emphasis on how revolutionaries drew upon cultural and political legacies of the Old Regime, this
study sheds new light on the origins of the Terror and the French Revolution, as well as the history of free
expression.
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From reader reviews:

Ricardo Boddie:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for all of us. The book Policing Public Opinion in the French Revolution: The
Culture of Calumny and the Problem of Free Speech seemed to be making you to know about other expertise
and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Policing Public
Opinion in the French Revolution: The Culture of Calumny and the Problem of Free Speech is not only
giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship while using book Policing Public
Opinion in the French Revolution: The Culture of Calumny and the Problem of Free Speech. You never
experience lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Colleen Harman:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Policing Public
Opinion in the French Revolution: The Culture of Calumny and the Problem of Free Speech provide you
with new experience in examining a book.

Melvin Lucero:

Reserve is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Policing Public Opinion in the French Revolution: The Culture of Calumny and the
Problem of Free Speech we can get more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative
person must like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt
to change your life at this book Policing Public Opinion in the French Revolution: The Culture of Calumny
and the Problem of Free Speech. You can more pleasing than now.

Albertha Lemons:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search
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