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This catalogue accompanies The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan, one of the most highly
anticipated exhibitions of Buddhist art to be held in recent times. For over five years, the Honolulu Academy
of Arts, under the direction of Dr. Stephen Little, has conducted ambitious fieldwork and research in Bhutan.
Enjoying a close working relationship with the Royal Government of Bhutan, the Honolulu Academy of Arts
research teams have been given unprecedented access to the nation s treasuries of sacred art and dance.

The Dragon's Gift offers a rare opportunity to introduce, to the wider international audience, some of the
most sacred Buddhist images of Bhutan. From the wealth of material surveyed, the organizers of the
exhibition have selected over one hundred objects of superior aesthetic achievement and deep religious
significance, the vast majority of which have never before been seen in the West. Nearly all of the works of
art presented in this catalogue are from active temples and monasteries and remain in ritual use. Most of the
items are painted or textile thangkas or gilt bronze sculptures which date primarily from the 17th to the 19th
centuries a golden age in the Buddhist arts of Bhutan. Ranging from depictions of Tantric deities to
individualized portraits of Buddhist masters, the exhibition and catalogue present outstanding works of art
with a wide iconographic scope. For the Buddhist people of Bhutan, these sacred items are conceived as
supports along the journey to enlightenment, and are of vital spiritual significance.

Complementing the presentation of sacred works of art is the documentation of the ancient Cham dances of
Bhutan, to which the dance preservation team was given privileged entrée. Having documented over three
hundred hours of sacred and secular dances, they have made a first assay of one of the few surviving
treasures of the trans-Himalayan movement tradition. These differing approaches to the visual and moving
arts provide further insight into the unique experience of Buddhism in Bhutan. A brief sampling of the
variety of extant dance lineages some many centuries old is included on the DVD contained within the
catalogue.

Beautifully illustrated, the catalogue also includes twelve essays contributed by leading Bhutanese and
Western scholars, covering various aspects of the Bhutanese arts. Contributors include: Dr. Stephen Little,
Ven. Lopon Pemala, Ven. Khenpo Phuntsok Tashi, Terese Tse Bartholomew, John Johnston, Dr. Karma
Phuntsho, Dr. David Jackson, Dr. John A. Ardussi, Dr. Yonten Dargye, Dr. Per K. Soerensen, Dorji Yangki,
Ephraim Jose, Mark Fenn, and Joseph Houseal.
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From reader reviews:

Patsy Marshall:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan. Try to make
book The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan as your good friend. It means that it can to get your
friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned
to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every little
thing by the book. So , let us make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alex Santana:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Examining a
book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts
of Bhutan book because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the details in this book
hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

James Sirois:

This The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The explanation of this The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan can be one of
many great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a
person with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this The Dragon's
Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving
you trial run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Carol Ton:

This book untitled The Dragon's Gift: The Sacred Arts of Bhutan to be one of several books that best seller
in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this kind of book in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smart phone.
So there is no reason to you to past this publication from your list.
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