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Within anthropology, as elsewhere in the human sciences, there is a tendency to divide knowledge making
into two separate poles: conceptual (theory) vs. empirical (ethnography). In Theory Can Be More than It
Used to Be, Dominic Boyer, James D. Faubion, and George E. Marcus argue that we need to take a step back
from the assumption that we know what theory is to investigate how theory?a matter of concepts, of analytic
practice, of medium of value, of professional ideology?operates in anthropology and related fields today.
They have assembled a distinguished group of scholars to diagnose the state of the theory-ethnography
divide in anthropology today and to explore alternative modes of analytical and pedagogical practice.

Continuing the methodological insights provided in Fieldwork Is Not What It Used to Be, the contributors to
this volume find that now is an optimal time to reflect on the status of theory in relation to ethnographic
research in anthropology and kindred disciplines. Together they engage with questions such as, What passes
for theory in anthropology and the human sciences today and why? What is theory's relation to ethnography?
How are students trained to identify and respect anthropological theorization and how do they practice
theoretical work in their later career stages? What theoretical experiments, languages, and institutions are
available to the human sciences? Throughout, the editors and authors consider theory in practical terms,
rather than as an amorphous set of ideas, an esoteric discourse of power, a norm of intellectual life, or an
infinitely contestable canon of texts. A short editorial afterword explores alternative ethics and institutions of
pedagogy and training in theory.

Contributors: Andrea Ballestero, Rice University; Dominic Boyer, Rice University; Lisa Breglia, George
Mason University; Jessica Marie Falcone, Kansas State University; James D. Faubion, Rice University; Kim
Fortun, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; Andreas Glaeser, University of Chicago; Cymene Howe, Rice
University; Jamer Hunt, Parsons The New School for Design and the Institute of Design in Umea, Sweden;
George E. Marcus, University of California, Irvine; Townsend Middleton, University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill; Deepa S. Reddy, University of Houston–Clear Lake; Kaushik Sunder Rajan, University of
Chicago
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From reader reviews:

Jessica Lantigua:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be:
Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition, you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout folks.
What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Robert Hicks:

Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has
good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy arrangement in
writing Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition
however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
pondering.

Rita Merritt:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. Theory Can Be More than It Used to Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of
Transition can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.

Angela Strange:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Theory Can Be More than It Used to
Be: Learning Anthropology's Method in a Time of Transition which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's observe.
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