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In the final years of the nineteenth century, small groups of Muslim peddlers arrived at Ellis Island every
summer, bags heavy with embroidered silks from their home villages in Bengal. The American demand for
“Oriental goods” took these migrants on a curious path, from New Jersey’s beach boardwalks into the heart
of the segregated South. Two decades later, hundreds of Indian Muslim seamen began jumping ship in New
York and Baltimore, escaping the engine rooms of British steamers to find less brutal work onshore. As
factory owners sought their labor and anti-Asian immigration laws closed in around them, these men built
clandestine networks that stretched from the northeastern waterfront across the industrial Midwest.

The stories of these early working-class migrants vividly contrast with our typical understanding of
immigration. Vivek Bald’s meticulous reconstruction reveals a lost history of South Asian sojourning and
life-making in the United States. At a time when Asian immigrants were vilified and criminalized, Bengali
Muslims quietly became part of some of America’s most iconic neighborhoods of color, from Tremé in New
Orleans to Detroit’s Black Bottom, from West Baltimore to Harlem. Many started families with Creole,
Puerto Rican, and African American women.

As steel and auto workers in the Midwest, as traders in the South, and as halal hot dog vendors on 125th
Street, these immigrants created lives as remarkable as they are unknown. Their stories of ingenuity and
intermixture challenge assumptions about assimilation and reveal cross-racial affinities beneath the surface
of early twentieth-century America.
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From reader reviews:

Ward Bishop:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, person feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of South Asian America.

James Drennan:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
need something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of
South Asian America to read.

Shirley Martins:

Often the book Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of South Asian America will bring that you the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories
of South Asian America is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Harry Alvey:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of South
Asian America or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or even
students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Bengali Harlem and the Lost Histories of South Asian America to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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