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n 1793, William Godwin, the first philosopher of anarchism, published An Enquiry Concerning Political
Justice. This three-volume work gives evidence of being strongly influenced by the ideas of the French
Revolution and argues that the rational being, the human, must be given complete freedom to exercise pure
reason. All forms of government, being founded on irrational assumptions, are tyrannical and eventually
must be eliminated. Laws have been produced not by wisdom but by greed and fear, so they should be
replaced by the products of reasonable people’s ability to make decisions. Accumulated property is a means
of exploitation and, consequently, must be abolished. This last point was, however, modified in a later
edition. With its varying degrees of indebtedness to Aristippus, Plato, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, and Claude-
Adrien Helvétius, and despite its equivocating alterations in the final revision, Godwin’s book gave evidence
of original thinking and provided generations of revolutionary thinkers with stimulation and guidance...
Godwin asserts that the general human objective is happiness; that politics, the promotion of individual good,
is humanity’s most important pursuit; and that the two traditional articles of political liberty have been, first,
“security of our persons,” and, second, “security of our property.” Godwin asks, however, would not a good
government “take away all restraints upon the enquiring mind”? The early chapters of the book develop
Godwin’s view that throughout history government has had a corrupting influence, but only because people
have not lived up to their potential truthfulness and to their ability to see what is evil and what is good. The
assumption is that if people will define clearly to themselves the genuinely good principles of life,
government will improve... Godwin surveys historically the destructiveness and futility of war, and to
emphasize its irrational causes, he quotes at some length from the satire on war in book 2 of Jonathan Swift’s
Gulliver’s Travels (1726). In the present condition, Godwin continues, punishment is the only means of
repressing the violent revolt of the deprived masses. If government is a subject for discussion, however, then
people might reasonably agree about it some day and see the advantages of freedom and equality... From
these premises Godwin proceeds to demonstrate that, of the three principal causes of moral improvement,
both literature and education, though beneficial, have limitations, and that the third cause, political justice, is
strong where the first two are weak. Political justice is strong in the extent of its operation. When political
justice is equally addressed to all, it will impart virtue to all. Since error and injustice tend to destroy
themselves, it is doubtful whether they could be perpetuated without governmental support, for government
“reverses the genuine propensities of mind, and instead of suffering us to look forward, teaches us to look
backward for perfection.” To exemplify how political institutions have in the past militated against moral
improvement, Godwin points out the destructive passions engendered by the inequality of property, the
magnificence accorded to enormous wealth, and the insolence and usurpation of rich persons. Traditionally,
both legislation and administration of the law have favored the rich and have repressed the freedom of the
poor to resist the rich.
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From reader reviews:

James Dorman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled AN ENQUIRY
CONCERNING POLITICAL JUSTICE: AND ITS INFLUENCE ON GENERAL VIRTUE AND
HAPPINESS? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different
opinion?

Charles Thomas:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING
POLITICAL JUSTICE: AND ITS INFLUENCE ON GENERAL VIRTUE AND HAPPINESS book written
by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who have
read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still skepticism AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING POLITICAL
JUSTICE: AND ITS INFLUENCE ON GENERAL VIRTUE AND HAPPINESS as good book not merely
by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so
why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Terry White:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
must do is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in
the top record in your reading list is actually AN ENQUIRY CONCERNING POLITICAL JUSTICE: AND
ITS INFLUENCE ON GENERAL VIRTUE AND HAPPINESS. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this
guide you can get many advantages.

Michael Dennison:

As a student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this
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