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The fires on Bataan burned on the evening of April 9, 1942—illuminating the white flags of surrender
against the nighttime sky. Woefully outnumbered, outgunned, and ill-equipped, battered remnants of the
American-Philippine army surrendered to the forces of the Rising Sun. Yet amongst the chaos and
devastation of the American defeat, US Army Captain Donald D. Blackburn refused to lay down his arms.
 
With future Army Special Forces legend Russell Volckmann, Blackburn escaped from Bataan and fled to the
mountainous jungles of North Luzon, where they raised a private army of more than 22,000 men against the
Japanese. Once there, Blackburn organized a guerrilla regiment from among the native tribes in the Cagayan
Valley. “Blackburn’s Headhunters,” as they came to be known, devastated the Japanese 14th Army within
the western provinces of North Luzon and destroyed the Japanese naval base at Aparri—the largest enemy
anchorage in the Philippines.
 
After the war, Blackburn remained on active duty and played a key role in initiating Army Special Forces
operations in Southeast Asia. In 1958, as commander of the 77th Special Forces Group, he spearheaded
Operation White Star in Laos—the first major deployment of Army Special Forces to a country with an
active insurgency. Seven years later, Blackburn took command of the highly classified Studies and
Observations Group (SOG), charged with performing secret missions now that main-force Communist
incursions were on the rise.
 
In the wake of the CIA’s disastrous Leaping Lena program, in 1964 Blackburn revitalized the Special
Operations campaign in South Vietnam. Sending cross-border reconnaissance teams into Cambodia and
North Vietnam, he discovered the clandestine networks and supply nodes of the infamous Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Taking this information directly to General Westmoreland, Blackburn received authorization to
conduct full-scale operations against the NVA and Viet Cong operating in Laos and Cambodia. In combats
large and small, the Communists realized they had met a master of insurgent tactics—and he was on the US
side.
 
Following his return to the United States, Blackburn was appointed “Special Assistant for Counterinsurgency
and Special Activities,” where he was the architect of the infamous Son Tay Prison Raid. Officially termed
Operation Ivory Coast, the Son Tay raid was the largest prisoner-of-war rescue mission—and indeed, the
largest Army Special Forces operation—of the Vietnam War.
 
During a period when United States troops in Southeast Asia faced guerrilla armies on every side, it has been
little recognized today that America had a superb covert commander of its own, his guerrilla skills honed in
resistance against Japan. This book follows Donald D. Blackburn through both his youthful days of desperate
combat against an Empire, and through his days as a commander, imparting his lessons to the newly realized
ranks of America’s own Army Special Forces.
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From reader reviews:

Cornell Neal:

Within other case, little people like to read book Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D.
Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero. You can choose the best book if you like reading a
book. Providing we know about how is important a new book Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of
Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can understand everything!
From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing
you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is
called e-book. You need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

James Kline:

This Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces
Hero book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Shadow Commander: The Epic
Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero without we know teach the one who
looking at it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Shadow Commander: The
Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero can bring if you are and not
make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
phone. This Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special
Forces Hero having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Jo Lee:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not attempting Shadow
Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading addiction all over the
world can be said as the method for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't
be explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to always
be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Shadow
Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special Forces Hero become
your starter.

Na Urquhart:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of



news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in
search of the Shadow Commander: The Epic Story of Donald D. Blackburn-Guerrilla Leader and Special
Forces Hero when you desired it?
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