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One 19th century footman complained about the work involved in drawing more than 40 baths for his
household, yet Lady Grenville felt no compunction in describing her footman as a "lazy flunkey". For
centuries a large body of domestic servants was an often unappreciated foundation for the smooth running of
a household. Today, the warrens of "domestic offices" intrigue visitors. This book makes sense of these and
the social structures behind them. It describes the skills, equipment, cleaning methods and work organization
of the housemaid, laundrymaid, footman, valet and hall-boy - the servants who spent their days polishing
fine furniture, and washing brilliant chandeliers, but also sponging filthy riding habits, and washing babies'
nappies. The author also looks at how servants spent their leisure time. One footman enjoyed rowing on the
lake every morning before work, while others had to sit up late at night sewing their own work-dresses.
Contemporary manuals, diaries, accounts and first hand recollections provide a vivid insight into what life
was really like for those in domestic service. A wealth of photographs, engravings and panels illustrate the
domestic workings of country houses, many now looked after by the National Trust. This is an absorbing
book for social historians and visitors to country houses alike.
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From reader reviews:

Madeline Wayt:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its protect may
doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in
the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer is usually The Country House Servant why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Donna Jost:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be learn. The Country House Servant can be your answer as it can be read by
an individual who have those short time problems.

Mark Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this The Country
House Servant.

Margaret Hall:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the The Country House Servant when you necessary it?
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