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This is the first ever book written about the Jewish men and women who came to Central Louisiana to settle
as early as the 1830s in Avoyelles Parish. Far more than a genealogy, the author takes the reader on a
journey through time from the earliest beginnings of the parish, through the Civil War, and two World Wars,
and finally, to the last man standing who practices Judaism today in this mostly agrarian section of the state.
These families, their triumphs and tragedies, are treated within the context of the development of Avoyelles,
as well as, to a lesser degree, Winn, Rapides, St. Landry, Evangeline, and Grant Parishes, where some moved
on to find better opportunities. Formerly from Alsace, Bavaria, and later, Poland, Russia, and Austria-
Hungary, these Jews were merchants and farmers, slave owners and Confederate soldiers, jayhawkers and
prisoners of war, mayors, constables, aldermen, and builders and owners of shortline railroads. They founded
towns, ran sawmills, discovered oil, and ginned cotton. For the earliest Jewish residents who often married
out of their faith, this was a story of assimilation and loss of their religious identity. For the post-Civil War
arrivals who, more often than not, came with wives and children, this was a story of the constant struggle to
remain Jewish. The lives of the earliest immigrants: Maurice Fortlouis, Adolph and Charles Frank, Abe
Felsenthal, Sam and Alex Haas, Simon, Leopold and David Siess, Isaac Lehmann and Leopold and Lazard
Goudchaux, who intermarried with the Porché, Bordelon, Gaspard, Aymond, Guillot, Marshall, Cole,
Blount, Chatelain, and Cochrane pioneer families of Avoyelles Parish, are analyzed in the context of the
external forces of history which shaped their lives, the major event being the Civil War. The conflicts
between Union sympathizers and Confederate loyalists in Avoyelles Parish, the catastrophic consequences of
the Red River campaign, the fall of Fort DeRussy, and the Union army's final march through Marksville and
Mansura, may now be seen through the eyes of the immigrants who lived through them. These first Jewish
men were followed by numerous postbellum arrivals including the Levy, Karpe, Wolf, Weill, Weil, Moch,
Hiller, Kahn, Bauer, Weiss, Gross, Anker, Rich, Warshauer, Elster, Goldring, Rosenberg, Schreiber,
Schlessinger, and Abramson families who, along with the sons and daughters of the first Jewish immigrants,
continued to shape the destiny of the parish during the difficult years of Reconstruction, which brought with
it the brief specter of anti-Semitism. These Jewish families continued to prosper well into the twentieth
century. Their leadership in the development of Louisiana's lumber and petroleum resources, their
contributions as physicians, dentists, and politicians, as well as their innovations in the retail ready-to-wear
clothing industry, have given them a place of importance in the development of Central Louisiana, which can
no longer be forgotten. Hardbound, 2012, Biblio., Illus., Index, 610pp.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Cornejo:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana. Try to
make the book The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
every little thing by the book. So , let us make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Aaron Blue:

The book The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare
time. You should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you
getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a book The
Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana to become your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are able to
know everything if you like available and read a guide The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

John Dussault:

The publication untitled The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana is the guide that recommended
to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language
that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of
exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles Parish, Louisiana from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Clinton Perez:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like The Forgotten Jews of Avoyelles
Parish, Louisiana which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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