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Henry Adams portrayed James Madison as a weak president who lacked both decisiveness and
administrative skills. For a century, most historians accepted Adams's assessment.

In this new study of the fourth presidency, distinguished historian Robert Allen Rutland paints a more
complicated portrait. Rutland, former editor-in-chief of the Madison Papers, sees Madison as a bookish,
practical statesman who worked furiously to avoid conflicts in his cabinet and in Congress. When he finally
realized England would not be swayed by economic pressure, he boldly led the nation into a second war for
independence that allowed the United States to emerge with a renewed sense of dignity and purpose.

Madison made some serious errors in judgment, according to Rutland. In time, though, he filled his cabinet
with competent men, and, by some unexpected vetoes, renewed his commitment to republican ideals within a
constitutional framework. During his last years in office Madison helped fashion a government that would
luxuriate during the Era of Good Feeling and withstand the hard knocks of Andrew Jackson's democratic
surge.

Rutland's lively narrative covers all major events of the Madison administration, including the War of 1812
and the push for national expansion. It provides a fresh interpretation not only of the contribution of
Madison's presidency, but also of the "master builder of the Constitution" himself. Madison emerges neither
as the weakling painted by Henry Adams nor as a demigod, but rather as a man who attempted to be the
president envisioned at the Constitutional Convention and who achieved his highest priority, to strengthen
the Union.
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From reader reviews:

Marie Aultman:

What do you think of book? It is just for students because they're still students or the item for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Presidency of James
Madison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)). All type of
book is it possible to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Michael Ramsey:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How many people to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Presidency of James Madison
(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) book because this book
offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred % guarantees
there is no doubt in it as you know.

James Rouse:

Beside that The Presidency of James Madison (American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of
Kansas Hardcover)) in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The
information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't be worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have The Presidency of James Madison
(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) because this book offers
to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from right now!

William Henslee:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Presidency of James Madison
(American Presidency Series) (American Presidency (Univ of Kansas Hardcover)) can be the solution, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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