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Conservatism was born as an anguished attack on democracy. So argues Don Herzog in this arrestingly
detailed exploration of England's responses to the French Revolution. Poisoning the Minds of the Lower
Orders ushers the reader into the politically lurid world of Regency England.

Deftly weaving social and intellectual history, Herzog brings to life the social practices of the Enlightenment.
In circulating libraries and Sunday schools, deferential subjects developed an avid taste for reading; in
coffeehouses, alehouses, and debating societies, they boldly dared to argue about politics. Such conservatives
as Edmund Burke gaped with horror, fearing that what radicals applauded as the rise of rationality was really
popular stupidity or worse. Subjects, insisted conservatives, ought to defer to tradition--and be comforted by
illusions.

Urging that abstract political theories are manifest in everyday life, Herzog unflinchingly explores the
unsavory emotions that maintained and threatened social hierarchy. Conservatives dished out an unrelenting
diet of contempt. But Herzog refuses to pretend that the day's radicals were saints. Radicals, he shows,
invested in contempt as enthusiastically as did conservatives. Hairdressers became newly contemptible, even
a cultural obsession. Women, workers, Jews, and blacks were all abused by their presumed superiors. Yet
some of the lowly subjects Burke had the temerity to brand a swinish multitude fought back.

How were England's humble subjects transformed into proud citizens? And just how successful was the
transformation? At once history and political theory, absorbing and disquieting, Poisoning the Minds of the
Lower Orders challenges our own commitments to and anxieties about democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Cinthia Beltran:

Exactly why? Because this Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders is an unordinary book that the inside of
the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this
book adjacent to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such amazing way makes the content
inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of positive
aspects than the other book get such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Elias Rosser:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Poisoning the Minds of the
Lower Orders that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how
they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man but
for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your
good habit, you are able to pick Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders become your current starter.

Clyde Okane:

Beside this particular Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders in your phone, it could possibly give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town.
It is good thing to have Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will
not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, just like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book as well as read it from right
now!

Margaret James:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Poisoning the Minds of the Lower Orders was bright
colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Poisoning the Minds of the Lower
Orders has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you
can read and think you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading
which.
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