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Nearly twenty years after its original publication, The Idea of Private Law is widely recognized as a seminal
contribution to legal philosophy, and one of the leading attempts to explain and justify the moral foundations
of private law. Rejecting the functionalism popular among legal scholars, Ernest Weinrib advances the
provocative idea that private law is an autonomous and non-instrumental moral practice, with its own
structure and rationality. Weinrib draws on Kant and Aristotle to set out an approach to private law that
repudiates the identification of law with politics or economics. Weinrib argues that private law is to be
understood not as a mechanism for promoting efficiency but as a juridical enterprise in which coherent
public reason elaborates the norms implicit in the parties' interaction.

Private law, Weinrib tells us, embodies a special morality that links the doer and the sufferer of harm.
Weinrib elucidates the standpoint internal to this morality, in opposition to functionalists, who view private
law as an instrument in the service of external and independently justifiable goals. After establishing the
inadequacy of functionalist approaches, Weinrib traces the implications of the formalism he proposes for our
ideas of the structure, coherence, and normative grounding of private law. Furthermore, the author shows
how this formalism manifests itself in the leading doctrines of private law liability. Finally, he describes the
public but non-political role of the courts in articulating the special morality of private law.

This revised edition makes accessible one of the major works of modern legal theory. It includes a new
introduction by the author, looking back at the work, its origins, and its aspirations.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Garner:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to learn everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like studying
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise. Well,
probably you will want this The Idea of Private Law.

James Blouin:

The book The Idea of Private Law can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
Why must we leave a good thing like a book The Idea of Private Law? Wide variety you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book The Idea of Private Law has simple shape however, you know: it has great and
massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Odis Hillyard:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book may be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Idea of Private Law can be excellent book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Idea of Private Law can give you a lot of good
friends because by you looking at this one book you have factor that they don't and make an individual more
like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than other make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Idea of Private Law.
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