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At the heart of any history of controversial films is a strange paradox: while films, especially popular and
mainstream films, are often portrayed as meaningless products of popular culture, those popular films
involved in public controversies become the focal point of enormous cultural energy, political attention, and
profoundly conflicting sets of principles. The ongoing culture wars continue to shape the American political
landscape, and controversial films continue to be a major point of conflict. Controversial Cinema: The Films
that Outraged America traces the history of controversial films and offers insights into why it is that certain
films spark controversies, and how Americans typically react to controversial moviemaking.

Since the widespread banning of DW Griffith's The Birth of a Nation, the American film industry has found
itself embroiled in one political controversy after another. These controversies have centered on everything
from the portrayal of the past, as in Griffith's film, to depictions of sex and sexuality, to the use of graphic
violence, and issues of race, religion, and politics. In turn, segments of the American public have been driven
to boycott, picket, and even censor those films they felt challenged their sense of decency. At the heart of
this history of controversial films is a strange paradox: while films, especially popular and mainstream films,
are often portrayed as meaningless products of popular culture, popular films involved in public
controversies become the focal point of enormous cultural energy and political attention. The ongoing
culture wars thus continue to shape the American political landscape, and controversial films continue to be a
major point of conflict.

In the course of this wide-ranging work, Kendall Phillips offers insights into the kinds of films that spark
controversies, and the ways that Americans typically react to them. Organized around broad controversial
themes and with particular attention to mainstream films since the dissolution of the Motion Picture
Production Code in the mid-1960s, Controversial Cinema explores why films spark broad cultural
controversies, how these controversies play out, and the long-term results. The four broad areas of
controversy examined in the work are: Sex and Sexuality, Violence, Race, and Religion. Each chapter offers
a broad overview of the history of these topics in controversial American films as well as more in-depth
examinations of recent examples, including The Silence of the Lambs, Natural Born Killers, Do the Right
Thing, and The Passion of the Christ. A final section of the book considers the broader issues of cultural
politics in light of the long history of controversial cinema.
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From reader reviews:

James Roberts:

The reserve with title Controversial Cinema: The Films That Outraged America contains a lot of information
that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new
knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world today. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Christi Shoup:

The reason why? Because this Controversial Cinema: The Films That Outraged America is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Warren Cruz:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific Controversial Cinema: The Films That Outraged
America can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Controversial
Cinema: The Films That Outraged America.

William Levitt:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Controversial Cinema: The Films That Outraged America can make
you sense more interested to read.
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