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According to a commonplace narrative, the rise of modern political thought in the West resulted from
secularization?the exclusion of religious arguments from political discourse. But in this pathbreaking work,
Eric Nelson argues that this familiar story is wrong. Instead, he contends, political thought in early-modern
Europe became less, not more, secular with time, and it was the Christian encounter with Hebrew sources
that provoked this radical transformation.

During the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Christian scholars began to regard the Hebrew Bible as a
political constitution designed by God for the children of Israel. Newly available rabbinic materials became
authoritative guides to the institutions and practices of the perfect republic. This thinking resulted in a
sweeping reorientation of political commitments. In the book’s central chapters, Nelson identifies three
transformative claims introduced into European political theory by the Hebrew revival: the argument that
republics are the only legitimate regimes; the idea that the state should coercively maintain an egalitarian
distribution of property; and the belief that a godly republic would tolerate religious diversity. One major
consequence of Nelson’s work is that the revolutionary politics of John Milton, James Harrington, and
Thomas Hobbes appear in a brand-new light.

Nelson demonstrates that central features of modern political thought emerged from an attempt to emulate a
constitution designed by God. This paradox, a reminder that while we may live in a secular age, we owe our
politics to an age of religious fervor, in turn illuminates fault lines in contemporary political discourse.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Byrd:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying The Hebrew Republic: Jewish
Sources and the Transformation of European Political Thought that give your fun preference will be satisfied
simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the means for people to
know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick The Hebrew Republic: Jewish
Sources and the Transformation of European Political Thought become your own personal starter.

Irma Patterson:

Beside that The Hebrew Republic: Jewish Sources and the Transformation of European Political Thought in
your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you might got here is fresh from oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in
narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Hebrew Republic: Jewish Sources and the Transformation of
European Political Thought because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book
but you seldom get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the
hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still
want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from now!

Manuel Arndt:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Hebrew Republic: Jewish Sources and the
Transformation of European Political Thought can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these ebooks have than the others?

Caroline Edwards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update regarding something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is The Hebrew Republic: Jewish Sources and
the Transformation of European Political Thought.
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