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With the recent advent of technologies that make detecting art forgeries easier, the art world has become
increasingly obsessed with verifying and ensuring artistic authenticity. In this unique history, Thierry Lenain
examines the genealogy of faking and interrogates the anxious, often neurotic, reactions triggered in the
modern art world by these clever frauds.
 
Lenain begins his history in the Middle Ages, when the issue of false relics and miracles often arose. But
during this time, if a relic gave rise to a cult, it would be considered as genuine even if it obviously had been
forged. In the Renaissance, forgery was initially hailed as a true artistic feat. Even Michelangelo, the most
revered artist of the time, copied drawings by other masters, many of which were lent to him by unsuspecting
collectors. Michelangelo would keep the originals himself and return the copies in their place. As Lenain
shows, authenticity, as we think of it, is a purely modern concept. And the recent innovations in scientific
attribution, archaeology, graphology, medical science, and criminology have all contributed to making
forgery more detectable—and thus more compelling and essential to detect. He also analyzes the work of
master forgers like Eric Hebborn, Thomas Keating, and Han van Meegeren in order to describe how pieces
baffled the art world.
 
Ultimately, Lenain argues that the science of accurately deciphering an individual artist’s unique
characteristics has reached a level of forensic sophistication matched only by the forger’s skill and the art
world’s paranoia.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Bruns:

The book Art Forgery: The History of a Modern Obsession can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Art Forgery: The History of a
Modern Obsession? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim this book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you may give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Art Forgery: The History
of a Modern Obsession has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can
search the enormous world by open up and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Catherine Scott:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled Art Forgery:
The History of a Modern Obsession your brain will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each
aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in
a book then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of.
The Art Forgery: The History of a Modern Obsession giving you yet another experience more than blown
away your mind but also giving you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you
the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished looking at it,
like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lisa Jennings:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Art Forgery: The History of a Modern Obsession. This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking
right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

John Harrison:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
parts of the book. You can choose the book Art Forgery: The History of a Modern Obsession to make your
current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading skill is developing when you like reading. Try to
choose easy book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the
book Art Forgery: The History of a Modern Obsession can to be your friend when you're sense alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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