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From Enslavement to Environmentalism takes a challenging ethnographic and historical look at the politics
of eco-development in the Zimbabwe-Mozambique border zone. David Hughes argues that European
colonization in southern Africa--essentially an unsuccessful effort to turn the region into another North
America or Australia--has profoundly reshaped rural politics and culture and continues to do so, as neoliberal
developers commoditize the lands of African peasants in the name of conservation and economic progress.

Hughes builds his engaging analysis around a sort of natural experiment: in the past, whites colonized British
Zimbabwe but avoided Portuguese Mozambique almost entirely. In Zimbabwe, chiefdoms that had
historically focused on controlling people began to follow the English example of consolidating political
power by dividing and controlling land. Meanwhile, in Mozambique, Portugal perpetuated traditional
practices of recruiting and distributing forced labor as the primary means of securing power. The territory
remained unmapped. For almost the entire twentieth century, a sharp disjuncture in the politics of land,
leadership, labor, and resource use marked the border zone.

In the late 1990s, as white South Africans began to establish timber plantations in Mozambique, that
difference began to be effaced. Under the banner of environmentalism and economic progress, tourism firms
were allowed to claim peasant farmland. The objectives of liberal conservationists and developers, though
high-minded, led them to commoditize ancestral lands. Southern African policymakers supported this new
form of colonization as a form of racial integration between white investors and black peasants, paving the
way for an ironic and contentious situation in which ethnic tolerance, gentrification, and land-grabbing have
gone hand in hand.

From Enslavement to Environmentalism engages topics central to current debates in anthropology, resource
politics, and development policy, and will be of interest to both regional specialists and generalists.
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From reader reviews:

Tracy McCulloch:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African
Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature) book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You
will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving perhaps decrease the
knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer involving From Enslavement to Environmentalism:
Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature) content conveys the thought easily to
understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different by
means of it. So , do you even now thinking From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern
African Frontier (Culture, Place, and Nature) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Carl White:

This From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and
Nature) are usually reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason why of this
From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and
Nature) can be one of many great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading
through food but feed you with information that might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is
handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier
(Culture, Place, and Nature) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial
run of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Robert Hawkins:

From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place, and
Nature) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy
arrangement in writing From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier
(Culture, Place, and Nature) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can drawn
you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Cassandra Harvey:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this time you only find reserve that need more time



to be learn. From Enslavement to Environmentalism: Politics on a Southern African Frontier (Culture, Place,
and Nature) can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short free time problems.
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