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"Counterfeit Gentlemen" is a stunning reappraisal of Southern manhood and identity that uses humor and
humorists to carry the reader into the very heart of antebellum culture. What does it mean to be a man in the
pre-Civil War South? And how can we answer the question from the perspective of the early twenty-first
century? John Mayfield does so by revealing how early nineteenth-century Southern humorists addressed the
anxieties felt by men seeking to chart a new path between the old honor culture and the new market culture.
Lacking the constraints imposed by journalism or proper literature, these writers created fictional worlds
where manhood and identity could be tested and explored. Preoccupied alternately by moonlight and
magnolias and racism and rape, we have continually presented ourselves with an Old South so mirthless it
couldn't breathe. If all Mayfield did was remind us that Old Southerners laughed he would have
accomplished something. But he also offers a sophisticated analysis of the social functions humor performed
and the social anxieties it reflected.
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From reader reviews:

William Fuller:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New
Perspectives on the History of the South). Try to stumble through book Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood
and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the South) as your good friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because you
can know every little thing by the book. So , we need to make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Joyce Matchett:

This Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the
South) book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book will be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular Counterfeit Gentlemen:
Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the South) without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry
Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the
South) can bring whenever you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' grow to be full
because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor
in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the South) having excellent arrangement in word and
also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Robin Harvey:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading addiction give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want experience happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Counterfeit
Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of the South) is kind of
book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Roxie Gregory:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book and so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new



information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you
read this Counterfeit Gentlemen: Manhood and Humor in the Old South (New Perspectives on the History of
the South), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a book.
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