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Deftly written and emotionally powerful, Drowning Ruth is a stunning portrait of the ties that bind sisters
together and the forces that tear them apart, of the dangers of keeping secrets and the explosive repercussions
when they are exposed. A mesmerizing and achingly beautiful debut.
Winter, 1919. Amanda Starkey spends her days nursing soldiers wounded in the Great War. Finding herself
suddenly overwhelmed, she flees Milwaukee and retreats to her family's farm on Nagawaukee Lake, seeking
comfort with her younger sister, Mathilda, and three-year-old niece, Ruth. But very soon, Amanda comes to
see that her old home is no refuge--she has carried her troubles with her. On one terrible night almost a year
later, Amanda loses nearly everything that is dearest to her when her sister mysteriously disappears and is
later found drowned beneath the ice that covers the lake. When Mathilda's husband comes home from the
war, wounded and troubled himself, he finds that Amanda has taken charge of Ruth and the farm, assuming
her responsibility with a frightening intensity. Wry and guarded, Amanda tells the story of her family in
careful doses, as anxious to hide from herself as from us the secrets of her own past and of that night.
Ruth, haunted by her own memory of that fateful night, grows up under the watchful eye of her prickly and
possessive aunt and gradually becomes aware of the odd events of her childhood. As she tells her own story
with increasing clarity, she reveals the mounting toll that her aunt's secrets exact from her family and
everyone around her, until the heartrending truth is uncovered.
Guiding us through the lives of the Starkey women, Christina Schwarz's first novel shows her compassion
and a unique understanding of the American landscape and the people who live on it.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Drowning
Ruth: A Novel (Oprah's Book Club) will give you a new experience in studying a book.

Robert Caceres:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Drowning Ruth: A Novel (Oprah's
Book Club) can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Jimmy Putnam:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Drowning Ruth: A Novel (Oprah's Book
Club) or perhaps others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a
book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students
especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Drowning Ruth: A Novel (Oprah's Book Club) to make your spare time
much more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Alice Prahl:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person just like reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know
that reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Drowning Ruth: A
Novel (Oprah's Book Club).
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